Member Alert:  1.30 Legislative Update
Thank you to everyone who participated in Thursday’s Pediatric White Coat Day!  We were honored to have Secretary of Health and Human Resources, Bill Hazel, address the group and answer questions about the new Administration.  Your advocacy made a great impact and legislators were impressed with the friendly and professional interactions they had with Chapter members and residents.
Bills are now moving quickly through the committee process and the next few weeks will be important as key votes are taken.  
The physician community continues to fight SB 263, to create independent practice for Nurse Practitioners.  Nurse Practitioners are calling this “collaborative practice” and are arguing that this will update Virginia law to reflect “contemporary practice patterns”.  Legislators are getting much pressure from the nurses and the only thing that will combat their efforts is even more grassroots pressure from physicians.
The Senate subcommittee on health licensing will be hearing SB 263 on Thursday afternoon.  Now is the time to contact the following members (again, if you have already done so).  Talking points may be found here.
Please contact the following legislators to OPPOSE SB 263:
Senator Fred Quayle (Chesapeake, Suffolk):  district13@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Louise Lucas (Portsmouth):  district18@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Steve Martin (Chesterfield):  district11@senate.virginia.gov
Senator George Barker (Alexandria):  district39@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Ralph Northam (Norfolk):  district06@senate.virginia.gov
Also this week, the House of Delegates will address several pieces of legislation dealing with Lyme disease.  An active group of parents who believe their children have complications due to untreated Lyme disease asked legislators from Northern Virginia to file legislation codifying long term antibiotic use for Lyme disease.  The legislation also states that the Board of Medicine cannot discipline a physician solely for prescribing long term atibiotics for a patient.  HB 512 was introduced by Delegate Tom Rust (R, Herndon) and 11 other legislators have signed on as co-patrons of his bill.  
The AAP-VA Chapter is opposed to HB 512 and will be speaking against it in subcommittee on Monday at 5:00.  Please contact your legislator to register your opposition to this bill, for the simple reason that we do not feel it is appropriate to legislate standard of care.  This is especially true in cases where the care mentioned in the law could be controversial.
The House will be hearing all bills relating to the autism insurance mandate on Tuesday afternoon in subcommittee.  For your reference, the bills are HB 34, HB 303, HB 730 and HB 1367.  The Chapter does not have a position on these bills, but is monitoring the discussion closely.   The Chapter is supporting SB 707 by Senator Edd Houck to create an Autism Advisory Council to make recommendations on policy regarding the screening, diagnosing and treatment of autism.  We are working to ensure a Chapter representative is included in the legislative language creating the Council.
 Below is a partial listing of actions on bills the Chapter is monitoring that might be of interest to you.  If you have any questions about a piece of legislation, please contact Karin Addison at kaddison@addisonelwood.com.
HB 726 Delegate Chris Peace (R, Hanover)
The bill requires the Mandated Benefits Commission to evaluate and assess the efficacy of all mandated benefits in the Code.  The patron expressed concern that mandates are the cause of rising insurance premiums and seeks to have each mandate scrutinized for its value and financial impact.  He did state that the Mandated Benefits Commission would find that certain mandates such as coverage for newborn care and immunizations would be appropriate to keep.  The bill  received a unanimous recommendation in a subcommittee of the House Commerce and Labor Committee.  
HB 548 Delegate Danny Marshall (R, Danville)
The committee passed the bill to allow non self insured plans the ability to offer a rebate on premiums for beneficiaries who participate in a wellnesss plan.  The bill also allows an employer instituting an employee wellness program to require any employee wishing to enroll to undergo a health assessment as a condition of enrollment.  This bill has unanimously passed the House and will now be heard in the Senate.
HB 686 Delegate Jackson Miller (R, Manassas)
A House subcommittee unanimously agreed to kill HB 686 which would have repealed the school mandate for HPV vaccine for girls entering 6th grade.
HB 163 Delegate Brenda Pogge (R, Yorktown) and SB 93 Senator Fred Quayle (Chesapeake)
The House will vote Monday on a bill to require all children under 12 to wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket.  The bill does not apply to a recreational vessel that is moored or anchored, or to children below deck or in an enclosed cabin.  The Senate passed an identical version, SB 93.

