Member Alert:  2.6 Legislative Update

What a successful week for pediatrics!  Thanks to your hard work, SB 263 to create independent practice for Nurse Practitioners was defeated on Thursday afternoon.  The Chapter’s president-elect Bill Moskowitz represented the Chapter along with the Medical Society of Virginia, the Virginia Academy of Family Physicians and the Virginia College of Emergency Physicians.  The subcommittee did not make a motion for the bill, so the bill has no recommendation to the full committee.  This often happens with very controversial bills where no legislator is willing to make a motion to move it forward.  

Next Thursday during the full Senate Education and Health Committee the patron of the bill will likely ask to have the bill carried over to the 2011 Session which removes it from consideration this year.  We will monitor the full committee to ensure nothing happens to advance the bill.

We know the Nurse Practitioners are committed to coming back every year until they remove the physician supervision requirement, so we will continue to lobby legislators to maintain their opposition to the measure over the summer.  

Lyme Disease

On Monday the House Health, Welfare and Institutions killed HB 512, which would legislate long-term antibiotic use for Lyme disease.  The subcommittee heard almost two hours of testimony with a room full of supporters before recommending carrying the bill over to 2011. Voting to “carry a bill over” is a nice way for legislators to kill a bill.  Chapter member Harry Gewanter joined Dr. Donald Poretz in speaking for the medical community against the bill.

Competitive Foods/Healthy Snacks

Also on Thursday the House version of the healthy snacks in schools bill (HB 1067) passed unanimously out of the Education subcommittee.  This is a wonderful first step, and we anticipate that the full Education committee will hear the bill on Monday.  The Senate version, SB 414 has passed the Senate unanimously and is awaiting action in the House.

Autism

HB 303 by Delegate John O’Bannon would have created a mandate for insurance companies to cover autism therapies.  A House subcommittee was evenly divided and by a 4-4 vote, the subcommittee recommended to kill the bill.  This will likely be upheld in full committee later next week.  The Senate version (SB 464) will be heard Monday afternoon.
The Chapter was able to amend SB 707 so that a pediatrician is included in the Autism Advisory Council to make recommendations on policy regarding the screening, diagnosing and treatment of autism.

Insurance Peer Review

In an exciting development, a House subcommittee voted to recommend reporting HB 11 by Delegate Bob Marshall (R, Manassas).  This bill would require that a reconsideration of an insurance denial must be made by another physician in the same specialty as the treating provider.  As you all know, the reconsideration and appeals process can be long and arduous for the physician and office staff.  This legislation would attempt to provide a more streamlined process for the treating physician to reach the peer review stage.  The Chapter is supporting this legislation which will be heard on Tuesday morning in the House Health, Welfare and Institutions Committee.

Licensure of Naturopathic “Physicians”

Delegate Terry Kilgore (R, Gate City) continues to pursue the idea that allowing licensure for Naturopaths will solve the access to care problem in Southwest Virginia.  He introduced a study resolution to require the Joint Commission on Health Care to review access to care in rural Southwest Virginia.  The study will include an examination of the feasibility and effectiveness of a pilot program narrowly tailored to the coalfield region to temporarily allow naturopaths to provide preventative health counseling only to adults in the region.  The Chapter joins the Medical Society in opposition to HJ 124.

Below is a partial listing of updated actions on bills the Chapter is monitoring that might be of interest to you.  If you have any questions about a piece of legislation, please contact Karin Addison at kaddison@addisonelwood.com.

HB 85 Delegate Bob Marshall (R, Manassas)
The bill requires health care practitioners who provide prenatal care to make information about umbilical cord blood available to every pregnant patient prior to the beginning of the patient's third trimester of pregnancy or at the time of the patient's first visit, whichever is later.  This bill unanimously passed the House and will now be considered by the Senate Education and Health Committee.

HB 270 Delegate David Englin (D, Alexandria)
Delegate Englin’s bill will require the Virginia Department of Health to develop a plan to include private and home school students in their vaccination efforts during an emergency or epidemic as declared by the Board of Health.  The Department of Health currently has a procedure to allocate vaccines to the state recognized accredited private schools but not the home schooled students.  This bill passed the House Health, Welfare and Institutions Committee.
HB 163 Delegate Brenda Pogge (R, Yorktown) and SB 93 Senator Fred Quayle (Chesapeake)

The House rejected HB 186 to require all children under 12 to wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket.  The Senate bill will likely have the same fate.  

HB 1217 Delegate Lynwood Lewis (D, Accomac)

HB 1217 allows local school boards to offer firearm safety education programs to elementary school students and requires the Board of Education to establish a standardized program of firearm safety education.  The curriculum guidelines will include the National Rifle Association’s principles of firearm safety.

SB 259 Senator Louise Lucas (D, Portsmouth)

Senator Lucas’ bill requires that underage offenders charged as adults must be detained in juvenile facilities and judges may order a transfer to an adult facility if they conclude that an offender poses a danger to other juveniles in detention.  SB 259 unanimously passed the Senate.

SB 652 Senator Ralph Northam (D, Norfolk)

This bill requires the Virginia High School League to collaborate with the Chapter and other stakeholders to develop educational materials for coaches, student athletes and parents regarding the dangers associated with head injuries/concussions.  It also requires that any student removed from a game due to suspected head injury must have written clearance from a licensed health care provider trained in the evaluation and management of concussions to return to play.  SB 652 will be heard on Monday afternoon in subcommittee.

