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 September 8, 2010

Dear Health Care Professional:
On September 25, 2010, Virginia will participate in the first National Drug Take-Back Day.  The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is coordinating this collaborative one-day effort with the assistance of Virginia’s Secretary of Public Safety, the Office of the Attorney General, the Virginia Department of State Police, and local law enforcement agencies. 

The purpose is to provide the public with the opportunity to remove potentially dangerous unwanted, expired, or unused controlled substances from our nation’s medicine cabinets and bring national focus to the problem of prescription drug abuse, now the second most common category of substance abuse.
 Medications will be collected for destruction at designated sites. Please note that this service is free and anonymous; no questions asked.  Collection activities will take place from 10:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m. at sites established throughout Virginia.  To find a collection site nearby or for more information, click on the following link:  National Drug Take-Back Day Information. 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) released a report earlier this summer reporting a 400% increase in substance abuse treatment admissions for prescription pain relievers from 1998-2008.  The National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) reported for the third year in a row that prescription drugs are the second most abused drug category behind marijuana, which is number one.  Additionally, the survey indicates that medicine cabinets are where most youth ages 12-18 obtain the prescription drugs that they abuse.

Health care professionals and the public can directly impact prescription drug abuse by educating patients, family, and friends about the proper disposal of medications.  Please consider posting or providing the attached information regarding this opportunity to properly dispose of unwanted drugs.  

For more information please contact Ralph Orr, Program Manager of the Virginia Prescription Monitoring Program at 804-367-4566 or via email at pmp@dhp.virginia.gov.

Sincerely,
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Dianne L. Reynolds-Cane, MD
Director

Virginia Department of Health Professions
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Got Drugs?

Turn in your unused or expired
medication for safe disposal
Saturday, Sept. 25th

Visit www.dea.gov
for a collection
site near you.
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Prescription drug abuse is the
fastest growing category of drug
abuse in the United States today.
The Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) released a report
earlier this summer reporting a
400% increase in substance
abuse treatment admissions for
prescription pain relievers from
1998-2008. The National Survey
on Drug Use and Health
(NSDUH) reported for the 3™
year in a row that prescription
drugs are the 2™ most abused
drug category behind only
marijuana. Additionally, the
survey indicates that medicine
cabinets are where most youth
ages 12-18 obtain the
prescription drugs that they
abuse.
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Henrico, VA 23233
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GOT DRUGS?
Turn 1n your unused or
expired medication for

safe disposal
September 25, 2010

On September 25, 2010, The Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) will coordinate a collaborative effort with state and
local law enforcement agencies to remove potentially danger-
ous controlled substances from our nation’s medicine cabinets.
Collection activities will take place from 10:00 a.m. through
2:00 p.m. at sites established throughout Virginia and the coun-
try. The National Take-Back Day provides an opportunity for
the public to surrender expired, unwanted, or unused pharma-
ceutical controlled substances and other medications for de-
struction.

For more information about this initiative and to determine the

closest collection site to your location please go to:

www.deadiversion.usdoj.eov/takeback/index.html
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