WE NEED YOUR HELP…
· To participate in a brief statewide online survey to gather important information that will assist the Infant and Child Mental Health Committee of Virginia in moving forward with building a comprehensive system of care for infant and child mental health in the Commonwealth that meets the needs of families with very young children (birth through age five) as well as the community providers and agencies who interact with them.
THE GOAL OF THE SURVEY IS…
· To identify the behavioral health/mental health providers in Virginia who serve children birth through five years of age and their families or would be willing to serve this population;

· To identify how many children birth through age five are currently receiving behavioral health/mental health supports and services and how many children birth through age five may be waiting to receive such services; 

· To identify the supports needed to assist existing providers in serving very young children (birth through age five) or in expanding their capacity to serve very young children and their families.
THE DATA FROM THE SURVEY WILL…
· Assist in building the provider capacity in Virginia to serve this population;

· Identify and target technical assistance and training; AND

· Assist in advocating for the necessary funding to support an effective system of social emotional supports and services for families with very young children in Virginia. 

WILL YOU HELP US?

· The survey is intended to be completed by each individual provider within an organization or agency.
· We also ask that you please forward this cover letter and survey to any other applicable individuals. 

· You may receive this request more than once from different sources. You only need to complete it once.

QUESTIONS? 

You can email your questions to Bonnie Grifa at bonita.grifa@dbhds.virginia.gov 
THANK YOU!

We thank you in advance for taking the time to complete the survey and to share it with others in order to assist us in our goal. 
DID YOU KNOW?

We need your help to change such statistics for the very youngest children in Virginia. Won’t you please help us by completing the survey?
The statewide Infant and Child Mental Health Committee of Virginia was formed to implement the goals, outcomes and strategies outlined in "Virginia's Plan for Smart Beginnings" for children birth to age five and their families focused on infant and child mental health and social-emotional development. The Smart Beginnings Plan was one of Governor Kaine's early childhood initiatives whose vision is to “ensure that all children enter kindergarten healthy and ready to succeed in school and life”. 
Per the National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP), August 2009 Publication “Social and Emotional Development in Early Childhood” by Janice L. Cooper, Rachel Masi and Jessica Vick (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_882.html" ��http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_882.html�):





Less than 1 percent of young children with emotional behavioral problems are identified?





Between 80 and 97 percent of children ages 3 to 5 with identified behavioral health needs do not receive services?





One-third of children ages 2 to 5 in child welfare need mental health services and related interventions?





Between 9.5 and 14.2 percent of children between birth and five years old experience social-emotional problems that negatively impact their functioning, development and school readiness?





Approximately 9 percent of children who receive specialty mental health services in the United States are younger than 6 years old?








At your earliest convenience, can you help us by taking 10-15 minutes to complete the survey? The survey is located at �HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/J22YFRF"��https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/J22YFRF�
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